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Financial support  
to help you progress 
and succeed
At UCEN Manchester, we understand that managing your 
finances while studying can be challenging.

The UCEN Manchester bursary provides targeted financial 
support to help eligible students overcome specific barriers 
and continue progressing in their studies.

The bursary offers support of up to approximately £1,550 
depending on your individual circumstances and assessed 
need.
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What is the  
UCEN Manchester 
Bursary?
The UCEN Manchester Bursary is a hardship support fund, 
designed to help students who need additional financial 
support during their course.

It is designed to support specific study-related costs or 
unexpected financial difficulties, rather than general day-to-
day living expenses.

Awards are based on individual circumstances and financial 
need.

Important: the bursary is not intended to cover ongoing living 
costs such as rent, bills or food, which should normally be 
supported by your Student Maintenance Loan.
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How the bursary  
is structured
Access and Participation (APP) Award – up to £500
Available for students from lower-income households (typically 
under £30,000) or those who may face additional barriers to 
higher education.

Priority may be given to students who:

•	 Are care experienced or are estranged from parents
•	 Are from low-income households or have recently received 

benefits
•	 Have caring responsibilities (e.g. young carers or parents)
•	 Are first in their family to attend university
•	 Have a disclosed disability
•	 Identify with groups underrepresented in higher 

education.

Cost of Living Support – up to £500
Provides help for short-term or unexpected financial 
difficulties.

This is not intended for ongoing living costs or long-term 
debt, but for situations where temporary financial support is 
needed.
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Removing Barriers Award – up to £300
Supports students with disabilities who require additional 
funding for:

•	 Assessments
•	 Specialist equipment not covered by Disabled Students’ 

Allowance (DSA).

Progression to HE Award – £250
A fixed payment for students progressing into higher 
education at UCEN Manchester from The Manchester College.

Each element is assessed individually, and not all students will 
receive all elements or the maximum amount.
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Who can apply?
You may be eligible if you:

•	 Are fully enrolled on a UCEN Manchester higher education 
course

•	 Are receiving Student Finance England (SFE) funding
•	 Can evidence your Student Finance payments
•	 Are actively attending and engaging with your course.

Application period
•	 Opens: October Reading Week
•	 Closes: March (before spring half term)
Applications submitted after the deadline will not be 
considered.

How to apply
To apply for the bursary:

•	 Complete the UCEN Manchester Bursary application form
•	 Submit all required supporting documents
•	 Attend an assessment with the Future U Student Support 

team.
All applications are individually assessed to ensure support is 
fair and targeted.
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What evidence do I need?
You will need to provide:

•	 Your Student Finance England entitlement letter
•	 Evidence of Student Finance payments being received into 

your bank account
•	 Bank statements for all accounts (last 3 months)
•	 A mini statement showing your current balance
•	 Evidence of rent or mortgage payments
•	 Details of your income and essential spending.
You may be asked to explain larger transactions as part of your 
assessment.

What happens next?
Once your application is submitted:

•	 You will be invited to attend an appointment with a Future 
U Careers and Welfare Advisor

•	 Your financial situation will be assessed
•	 You will be advised on any support available, including 

additional internal or external funding.  

Payments and support
•	 Bursary payments are typically made within 14 working 

days after assessment
•	 Funds are paid directly into your bank account Payments 

are made directly into your bank account
•	 Awards may be paid in instalments across the academic 

year.
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Emergency support available
If you are experiencing immediate financial hardship:

•	 Emergency supermarket vouchers may be issued on the 
same day as your assessment

•	 These can be used for essential items such as food, 
toiletries and clothing.

How much can I receive?
•	 The bursary is made up of different elements worth up to a 

combined total of approximately £1,550
•	 The amount you receive will depend on your individual 

circumstances and assessed need
•	 Not all students will receive the full amount.
Bursary payments do not need to be repaid.

More than just funding
When you apply for the bursary, you’ll also receive additional 
support. The UCEN Manchester Bursary is part of a wider 
support package.

When you apply, you will also receive:

•	 One-to-one financial guidance
•	 Help with budgeting and managing your money
•	 Ongoing support from the Future U team.
Our aim is to support your progression, wellbeing and success 
throughout your studies.

Need help?
The Future U team is here to support you through the process.

•	 Speak to the team on campus
•	 Email: futureufinance@ucenmanchester.ac.uk



Contact the Future U Student Support Team for:

•	 Help with application and evidence

•	 Financial advice and budgeting

•	 Referrals for additional support.

 
Email: futureufinance@ucenmanchester.ac.uk

UCEN Manchester is committed to equality of opportunity, 
non-discriminatory practices and supporting individual 
learners. This information is also available in a range of 

formats, such as large print, on request.


